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(to mark the inauguration of the Bombay Poets’ Archive at Cornell University)
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South Asia Studies Program

The source and dissemination of knowledge production is under 
scrutiny in India today and there is intense contention about 
the collection of sources from which we get (or should get) our 
histories, our knowledge of culture, geography and literatures. 
What are the archives in and about Bombay/Mumbai which 
authorize such knowledge? How are they organized, and in what 
way do they transmit their authority across people and spaces? 
What are the intellectual, cultural and political implications of 
archival research about Bombay literature, history, art, film and 
culture in contemporary India?

Keynote by Arvind Krishna Mehrotra; Vijaya Chitre in 
conversation with Arshia Sattar.
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Cornell University


